SERMON 


IN COMMEMORATION 


Of the truely Vertyons and Religi- - 
ous Gentlewaman , 


is, BLIZABETH DERING, 
WIFE OF 

M" CHARLES DERING 

T ongeſt Soune of Sir Aru any DrniN G Knight. 


She departed this life at ?lucbley in Kent 
the 26, day of July, 1640. 


I Robert Marriot,Ficer of Lenham in Kent. 


| PsaLmEk 116, I5, 
Prevou in the fight of the Lord is the death of bis Saints. 
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La 
TO THE 


WORSHIPE VLLE 


AND HIS MUCH 
Honored friend, «Maſter 


Crartes DekinG, 


> No triall doth fo illuſtrate the truth 
2 and power of that Religion we profeſſe, 

Pf 1; doth our patient and cheeretull ſufte- 
ring of adverſity. No adverſity doth fo ſenſibly affe&t 
us as doth the parting with our intimateſt & entirely 
beloved friends.No F;: tends are comparable to fuch as 
are united to our ſelves by the bond of Conyugal at- 


drinking of our owne Cup, and lying in our boſome, Now 
theſe Circumſtances, as they doe the more aggravate 
your loſt , ſo will they the more renowne your ver- 
tues , if you can fo farre maſter your paſſions as to 
beare them moderately : - which you may the better 
doe by following S. Pauls counſell in this caſe to his 

The falonians, Be not ignorant concerning thoſe that are , 


A2 aſleepe 


S 
feftion;like Nathan s Ewe Lamb eating of our own bread, J— 
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The Epifile Dedicatory. | ; 


1 Cor, 7» 
39. 
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aſleepe , that yee ſorrow not_ as, others which have no:hope, 
Whererche Apoſtle doth nor fay peremptorily, ſor- 
row not, for that was with the Stoicks to deny you 
naturall afteion:bur ſorrow net without hope, leaſt with 
the Hereticks you your ſelfe a RefurreQion, 
The ſpifit of God direts you to a meane in mourn- 
ing which will beſt ſure wirh your fables , that is, to 
weepe as if 30u wept not, SO you thall ſhew your loveby 
your tearcs , and your faith by your moderation. 
And truly Sir, amongſt the moſt Iknow, you have 


 leaſtcauſe toexceed in lorrowes for the death of your 


deare conſort : tf you pleaſe ſeriouſly to conſider , 
how that nothing deplorable or grievous hath befal- 
len her,more than what hath commonly happened to 
belecvers, while in the meane time, God wonderfully 
manifeſted his goodnefle in ſundry remarkable mer- 
cies towards her, which hee hath ofttimes withheld 
from many of his cheyſeſt children, That ſhe dycd , 
thit ſhe dyed young, that ſhe dyed a ſtranger in this 
Kinglome, that ſhe was troubled with ſome Goubr- 
ings before, and that ſhe hath left you deſtitute ſince 
her Ceath, as 1t is all you can-objeR to.miniſter.mat- 
rer of grieteunto you, lo.let me.aſſure you,that there 
is no Particular of it, either new or ſtrange. 

I. As fordeath, Debemur. mort i nos noftr aque. It is as 


# 2504 2 debt as'any the world knoxes, for the lev ying 


| whereof there is an extent uponall.mankind , and 2 


Heb 9'27, ftatute enatted primo &dami,and:recorded by:S. Paul, 


Starutumn eft omnibu ſemel mori,1tss appointed for all men 
once to aye. Hence bomo (a common .namets.all men) 


is ex humo from the ground , and {dar fignifies but 
Red Eztth,of which both the Princeandahe Peaſant 
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arealtke Elemented. And though there bediverlt ies x 
2movgſt us while wee live, ſome like Nebuchatnezer 
have galdenheads,and fome like Chrgſoftome rave gol- | 
den tongues, yet we all ftand imeem pelibm, on feet of 
clay, for ( fayes the Prophet, whas mani be that ſhalt 22n*02t 
not ſee death? ww 

2. Andthough long life beaccounted ableffing,yet 
is'not 2 ſhortilife to bee eſteemed a curſe, ſince God 
couferres length ofdayes to ſome (fayes S. Auſtin) to 
ſhew that they are his gift, and denyes themito other, 
ſame that we may kno hoy that he hath better gifts 
thanthis : yet cannot he by this denyall be ſaid more 
to breake promiſe with his people (when for a long 
life-anearth, he payes with an-eternall life in heaven) 
then. Herod with Herodias if (promiſing but the halfe) 
he had-given her the whole Kingdome. O gun Gris, i- 
wirtaiÞ, whom G od loves hee dy*'s youry, faid Me- 
nander ; God ( whom hee makes moſt account of) 
thoſe be ſooneſt taketh,, ſaid Euripides ; and Naziar- 
zen tellsus , hrc-nobis adfere lougius vite ſpatiun , quod 
plurg mala parti videnu,partim perpetramm, partionſu- 
ftinemws , This'is:allthe beneftt of long 'Fife , to ſee = 
moreevill,fuffer more forrow,and commrt-more fin. 

3- Nor was fhe the onely firanger who departed 
this life remote from her native:Countrey. Afdam'her 
firſt Father by generation, and Abrahem her faith full Heb 11-9: 
Fatker by regeneration;(whole daughter ſhewas made Pm 
bydoing nel/,tayes $.P eter) dyed both inaRrange land. 
Se .that ut yowbegin with Devidto complaine and Pal. 32. 
{ay Jbe war 4 flranger, you'rrault add moreover, as were *** 
all her pathers, Bethen the ſtrangenefſe will betaken a- 
way, andwith at your complaint alſo, Trees tranl- 
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The Epiſile Dedicatory. 


planted ofttimes become more fruitfull , and ſo did 
ſhe:whom God perceiving to beare fo w2ll, hath re- 
moved into Its Celeſtiall Paradiſe,where being plan- 
ted(asfaith the Plalmiſt)in the houfe of the Lord,ſhe 
Pf 92.13. (hall for ever floriſh in the Courts of our God , and grow 
greene to eternity. : 
4. Andas for her doubtings , they may the more 
confirme your aſſurance of her happineſſe, for the 
D1vell never makes warre againſt thoſe of his owne 
kingdome,who are as ſecurely his owne as temprati- 
on can make them : thoſe whom he tempts to doubts 
and deſpayre are ſuch whom hinrelte doubts and de- 
Lake i; {Payres of. Our Saviour tells you,while the ſtrong man 
21" armed keeps the houſe , the things which hee poſſeſſeth are in 
peace; bur when Satan aſſaults the Forr without , it is 
a certaine ſigne hee is not yet within , nor hath any 
command of that Caſtle which he holds not in quiet 
obedience. 
5. Befides, you are not the firſt in this kind of 
Gen. 23. Joffe :thus Abraham was forced to forgoe his »47ah, 
Gen. 3;. bus 7acob his Rachel: others have had their ſhare in 
19% the like ſorrowes , and company is ſome comfort 
+ though it be in miſery. Demonax the Philoſopher ſee- 
ing one immoderatly to bewayl the death of a friend, 
/ he wiſhed him in a great multitude,to looke about if 
he could find one man exempted from the like acci- 
dent, which fayling to doe community in the caſe 
returned him better compoſed. 
And as theſe arguments are prevalent to mit igate 
your griefe, fo are there orhers as equivalent to pro- 
4 mote your comfort. How many have there beene of 
Gods deare children,who have gone out ofthe world 
(as 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 


(as 1f att went our of Egypt) in haſt,having their lives 
ſnatched from rhem by the hand of ſudden death , 
while God gave unto your beloved wife, time of re- 
pentance and preparatior?- How many whoſe Sun of 
ſaving aſſurance hath even ſct in a cloud of doubts, 
and diſtruſtfull thoughts, (for ought that hath beene 
viſible in our Horizon)while God reſtored her tothe 
joy of his ſalvation , to both your great rejoycings , 
making herto ſay with the Prophet, In the multitude þ,., 4 
of the torrowes that I had in my heart, thy comforts ;g. * 
have refreſhed my ſoule. How many through the ma- 
lignity of their diſeaſes, have beene diſſolved on fuch 
diitempered and diſtracted fits, that Charity her- 
ſelfe hath been faine to looke backe, and take a view 
of their lives,before ſhe durſt paſſe her verdit of their 
dearhs. When her diſſolution was fo cheerefull and 
Chriſtian-like, that whoſoever had beheld it (though 
unacquainted with her life) yet muit needs have given 

| her that teſtimony which the Centurion gave Our $4 Math. 27: 
| viour : Surely this w.4 thechild of God, How comfors- 54+: 
tably may you recount Gods goodnefle towards her 
at the very point of her deparcure, both-for the man- 
ner and the time of it,not ſo much as falteriag in her 
ſpecch, nor fayling in any of her intelleQualls,z2s ma- 
ny others have done,but continuing all in their won- 
ted vigour, while ſhe continued herlife. $;/oþn, is ſaid Revel 
on the Lords day to be inthe ſpirit, and ſhe on the'Lords 
day reſigned her ſpirit,and thatin a moſt memorable 
inſtant: tor no ſooner were you & your friends retur- 
ned from commending your owne ſelves to God in 
the Church, but you were immediatly calletto re- 
commead her ſoule ro God , frym.the Chamber, fo 
where 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

where you ended your Sabbathof temporall reſt there 
- ſhe began her Sabbath of cternall reſt, And I may tru- 
Exod.8, Iy ſay, digits Deibiceft, the finger of God was im it, 
19. orto-ſpeake ia the Prophets phraſe,this was the Lords 
Pu 18.23, doing,and it nas marvailow in our eyes.Suffer me theo to 
comfort youzas S. Hierome.did Heliodorm , Ne doleas 
qued talem amiſerts, ſed gaudeas quod talem habueris,ſor- 
row not ſo much that you have now loſt, as give 
thanks to God,that onceyou had fovertuous a com- 
panion who lived ſo piouſly, and dyed fo peaceably, 
Ang you may: alſo comfort your ſelfe (in the abſence 
of her,your ſelfeunired) in the words of David , for 
the-death of his child himſelfe divided. Tow ſhal/goe to 
2 Sam.!2. hex, ſhe ſhall nos returne 80 you. And that you may afſit- 
23. redly follow her , to thoſe joyes whither ſhe is gone 
before and already entred : Be it your care, while 
you-trafficke in this troubleſome world, to imitate 
that wiſe Merchant in the Goſpell to purſue and 
Matth.r;, purcbaſe that one pearl of ineFimable price, namely the 
45-46, Kingdome-of Chriſt and the righteouſnes thereof. That 
Math.% ſo having-fought the good fight,, kept the faith, and finiſhed 
.. _ Jour courſe , y0s may lay hold on eternal life , and receive 
ON ** hat Cromne which the Lord , the righteous Tudge hath con- 
: Tim. 4. ferred on her,and promiſed to you , and all that love his ap- 
” pearing. Now that both you and yours , may con- 
{tantly perſevere in this courſe, and bee everlaſtingly 
bleſt with this Crowne , ſhall bee the dayly prayer 
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Tour unceflant Orator, 


Rozaxr MaxnTouy: 


A FUNERALL 


SERMON 


FOR 
MH BLIZABETH DERING. 
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PsSalwuE 90, 12, 


So reach we to number our dayes , that wee may apply our 
hearts unto Wiſdome, 


2 F we peruſe the paſſiges of holy Writ, 
KA we ſhall there find, that Chriſtian Bu- 
riall is not onely commended , but al- 
ſo commanded, as a godly and chiri- 
| ID table worke : the Fathers of the Old, 
and Faithfull of the New Teftiment being our exam- 
ples in the decent performance of this duty, and 

comely payment of this debt , thinking no care, nor 
coſt roo much, which they beſtowed on the bo- 
dyes (the veſtments of the ſoules ) of therr decea- 
ied friends, while they _—_ repoſed them (as preci- 
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A funerall Sermon for 


ous Relicks) in the 'Wardrope of the Earth. Nor 
was tliis care without good conſideration , This one 
A& of Chriſtianity , complying with many others 
of eſpeciall note, as,  # 

Firſt , with an act of Faith in Chriſt, the Reſurrefi- 
on 41d the | fe , who is' primogenitm mortuorunt, borne 
ranquam ex utero ſepulchri, and riling the firſt fruzts of 
them that ſleepe ,to ſantify and aſſure us who bee the 
reſt of the hrvelt. 

Secondly , with an a&t of Hope : Ever fince..the 
" Apgell fat on the Grave-ſtone of our Saviour, ſaying, 
Reſurrexit , non eſt hic , He is riſcn, he is not here , we 
have been bold to write On the Tombe-ſtanes of our 
friends, Hic jacet—2——ſpe reſurgendi , Here lyes fuch 
42 one, in hope of a glorious reſurrection. Hence it 
15 obſcrved, rhat Chri## from the grave appeared to 


ton zo, 44ary , in a Garden , £0 teach us that he will one day 


Gen.23 4- 


turne all our graves into Garden-plots , and @ huſ- 
band our very duſt, that by vertue of the dew of his 
RefurreQion, they fhall ſpringout of the Earth like 
beavtious flowers, and be for ever planted in the Pa- 
radiſe of God, | 
Thirdly, with an a&t of Charity and love to pro- 
{ecute thoſe bodyes being dead with honour to their 
graves, whom wee, nay whom God himſfelfe fo much 
loved and honored being alive, as to ſtyle them Mem- 
bers of Chriſt, and Temples of the Holy Ghoſf, | 
Fourthly , with an a& of Neceſſity , to ſeparate 
theliving from the contagioa of the dead. Abraham 
loved Sarah well , but being departe | , hee beſought 
= the Hittits for a place to bury her out of bis fight, As 
there i5 nothing whiter then Snow of /it felfe , yet 
being 


, 
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liftireſſe Elizabeth Dering, 


being diſſolved makes the fowleſt water,ſo the pureſt 
complexion the worſt putrifation;according to the 
old Axiome, corruptio optims eff p*ffima. 

Laftly,with an a& of Mortification.The Antients 1 
diduſe to take their leaves of their friends , having / 
brought them to'their graves, in theſe words, Yale, 
vale , nos te ſequemur , Adue , adue, wee will tollow 
thee , and wee retaine this conrlſe ſtill among us ; the 
dead corps are carryed before , while. the mourners 
follow atter, leading us the way in which we mult all 
walke, which ſhould teach us to read our owne mor: 
tality in others Funeralls , while we heare the Bell to 
tole for anothers paſſing,to confider that itrhe Lord 
ſo plcate it may take in us alfo before it ring our , 
when we walk over the graves of others to remember 
that they are our houſes alſo in reverſion , and when 
wee ſee how ſuddenly the dayes of others are deter- 
mineg to learne /o to number our dayes as to apply our 
hearts unto Wiſdome, Soteach uw Fe, 

It is the conſent of the Fathers, and the opinion 
of the beſt expoſitors , that this Pſalme was penne\| 
by Moſes upon this occaſion, After the 1ſraelits had 
paſſed the Red, Sea and were entred into the wilder- 
neſle , Hoſes ſent ſpies before to diſcover the land of 
Canaan , who returned with theſe fad tidings to the 
people, that the inhabitants were Gtants the ſonnes of 
Anak , in compariſon of whom , the -Iſraelits were but as 
Grafe-hoppers , and that | therr Citries mere walled up to 
Heaven, and ſo-impregnable. At which relation they 
(forgetting the gre:t wonders and mighty workes 
which God had fo lately ſhewed amongſt them) mur- 
mured againſt the-Lotd and again(t his ſervant Moſes. 
| B 2 VWhereupon 
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A funeral Sermon for 


Wherenpon the Lord ſfware-in bis wrath that ghcy 
Jhould not enter into bus promifed reft, And from that 
time forth all of the age of twenty ycares and up- 
wards (except Caleb and leſswah)) dycd inthe wilder- 
nefſe by the way. During which mortality , Mfoſes 
compoſed this Pfalme , wherein ," having firſt layd 
downe the ſhortrefle and uncertainty of mans life,he 
makes this applicatton of it, by way of prayer unto 
God on the behalfe of bimſclfe and the reſt of 1ſracl, 
That , though their dayes were few , yet they might 
not bee. evill , firce rhey could nor live long, yet 
that they might live well,which to doe (being impol- 
ſible ot themſelves ) they beſcech God to inſtru 
them, ſaying, foreach us to number our dayes that, (7c, 

This text 15 a prayer for inſtruction,teach ww, 

Firſt , in this particular, to rwwber our dajes. 

Secondly , on this manner, ſo ro number our dayes. 

Lhirdly,to this end that we may apply owr heargs,Qc. 

Now all forts of prayers may bee reduced -to0 

theſe 4. heads. | 

Firſt , Perzrory, for mercics and bleſſings. 

Secondly , Deprecatory, againſt finnes and evills. 

Thirdly , merceſſory , on the behalfe of others, 

Fourrhly , Gratwlatory in Thankfulnes for paſt-re- 
ccived favors, 

This prayer is of the firſt kind ,viz, a Petition, 
wherein are conſiderable 4. things. | 

Firſt, Efficiens, 'the reacher or inftru@or , God. 
O Lord reach os: fo fometranſhators. | * 

Seconly , Materia , the matter taught : to num- 
der our gayes. | 

Thiraly, Forma, the manner how this numbering is 
to be done, So , Fourthly, 


- 
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OO Mifheſeblizabeth Dereg, 5 
; Fourthly , Finie, the End'ivhy they would bee _ - 
tavghr to gpumber , 8c, 442, That they may app!y 
their hearts, 6c. | 
1. To bdeginwiththe firſ Pfficiens,the teacher God, Eft: nr. 


to him 4oſes and 1ſrael direct their prayers. 
But bere it my bee objeRted , Moſes was learned in Objet?, 


, all the wiſdome of the Egyptians, Adis 7, 


The Secretaryes ot Nature, the moſt experienced 
in human knowledge of any nationthen inthe world, 
and the reſt of 1ſreel having lived fo long amongſt 
them, could not but bave learn'd ſo wuch Arirhme- 


- tickeas to number a few dayes , why then doe they 


make it fogreat a ſure unto God ? To which it may 
well bee anſwered. h 

Humane knowledge of Arts and Sciences may goe So/, 
farre in the information of the underſtanding , but 
they are all 1gnorant in teaching refortnation ot life, 
they may tcach us ſcien: 1999 capitis, how to apply our 
heads to wiſdome,but that which Hoſes would learne 
here is ſcientiam Cordia, how to apply hus heart to wiſdom, 
which none but God cafi teach. The Centurion by his As 10,1, 
his owne Art , had learn'd {o well in Military diſci- < 
pline , that hee becamea Captaine over the Italian 
band , but he was ſo ignorant in Godswarre, that hee 
knew not how to ſerve there , as a common ſouldier, 
till Petey inftructed him. | | 

The Ethiopian Eunuch was ſo well verfed in Court- aass. x7. 
ſhip, that he was chiefe favorite to Candace Quecene 
of Ethiopia but could not becomeGods favorite till 
he ſent Philipro baptize him. Pav[that ſpake ſo many 
languages, yet was unskilled in the Lngnage of Ca- 
naan,the knowledgeof Chrift, till Chriſt himaſelte con- aac, 5, 

B 3 


verted 
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6 , A funerall Sermon for © 


48s 18. verted him, Apolos an Eloquent man , yet a Novice 
_ in Chriſtianity , till Aquila and Priſcila tooke him, 
and taught him the way of God more pertealy. Here 
is adivinekinde of Arithmeticke,that none but God 
can teach; for the numbering of the people , we have 
*4* David for an example:for the numbering of our mo- 
ney , our ſheepe, our Cattell , we can doe it our fel- 
ves, the Poet could ſay Mile wei reneris errant in moy- 
tibus agni, and againe, pauperis eft numerare pecus, Nay, 
man can number the latitude of the Earth, the alt;- 
tude ofthe ſtarres, 8c, but for the numbering of his 
daycs to make up his account with God aright , to 
ſee what arrerages hee hath, and to'ſumme up exa&ly 
bis time to ſerve him , None but he'that is God can 
teach us this. 
It. is not to vilify humane learning that I ſpeake 
this, No, 'I know Wiſdome hath cnemycs enough , 
though ſhe be juſtified by hey owne children , But rather 
to magnify God, teaching above others,and to ſhay 
Wifd. 11. that it 1s his priviledge alone (who does all things,by 
_ '#7* number, waight,and meaſure) who numbers the ſtars 
Math. 10, and calls themall by their names , who numbers the 
3% hayres of our head, ard ſuffers not one to fa!l tothe 
ground without his providence) to teach us /@ to 
number our dayes as t9 apply our hearts to niſdome, Here 
let all Moralls bee mute, and all ſciences bee filent , 
let other tcackers.lay rheir hands on their\mouthes 
2nd learnethemſclves.Or if they wall ſpeake,let them 
confeſle, that | 

1, Hee is the beſt Grammarian, that ijves with 
feweſt incongruities in his faith; and manners ;' that 
keepes the beſt Concordance in his life to'the rules 


2 Sam, 
2s 


of 
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Miftlreſſe Elizabeth Derivg. 


ot the Word,that walks equzs paſſibus 1'Gods wayes, 


that with Zacharyand Elizabeth endevourctlh, to ralke Luke t. 6. 


in all the Commandements of God , blamelefſe and withous 
reproof-, Lube 1x. | 

2. Heis the beſt Logiciar-that knits his fiſt againſt 
ſinne and impicty , that makes the ſtrongeſt Syllo- 
giſmes againſt the temptations of Satan, allurements 
of the world, and luſts ofthe fleſh, thzt backes him- 
ſelfe with arguments out of Gods Word, wherewith 
as with the ſhie{d of Faith, Helmct of Salvation,and 
ſword ofthe Spirit, hee is able to repell all the fi.ry 
d:rts of Satan, that can beſt divide the-Wora of 
truth, beſt define the myſteries of Godlineſſe, and 
beſt diſcourſe unto edification, | 

3» Hee is the beſt Rethorician that with Aro v-is 
mighty and eloquent in the Scriptures , Atts 18. that with 
Eſay rents his Rethoricke in ſermons of Repentance, 
and with David ſhewes his Poeſy in divine Hymges : 


that with Pawl can perſivade Agr:pps not onely al- A&s 26, 


moſt, but altogether to become a Chriſtian, 'and **: 
make Falix- tremble with his difcourſe while hee 


prezcheth of 7emperanee , Righteouſnefſe and ludgement —_ 14. 


20 come, that ſindyes to deliver himfelfe not {> much © 


in fir.eas fit and' fignificant words , that with eter 185-2, 


may pricke the hearts of the auditory , and drive 37: 
them to confeſſion of ſinnes and amendment of lite, 
4. Hee is the beſt Geometrician, whoſe Rulezis 
the Word , whoſe ſquare is the will, aad whoſe line 
and levell are the glory of God, that hath learntwith 
all- S1ints to comprehend what 15 the height and 


depth and breadth and lengttvof the love of Chriſt , Ephef 4. 
and can rc(olve with Satat Pas! : that neither heig! t 18, 


BUT 
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Row 8. nordepth, BOT any Other creature,ſhall be able to ſe- 
9 _ - paratehim fromthe love of God whych is in Chriſt 
Jclys our Lorg. | 
5. Hee rsthe beſt Aſtronomer that. can picke out 
of the hoaſts'of Heaven, vis. The Stinne, Moone and 
Starres , matter to admire Gods Wiſdome and po- 
FGl.19.1, Wer , and that hath learnt with David by the” Heatens 
to declare the glory of God, and by the 'firmament to 
ſhew his handy-worke , that can fay by faking the al- 
Pſal. 1c3. titude of the Pole ; looke how high the beaten is above the 
11-12 Egrth,ſo great is Gods mercy to them that feare him, 
and confidering the diverſe Clymats can ſay, looke how 
farre the Eaft « from the eſt, ſo farre hath hee ſet our ſuis 
out of his ſight, #1); FALL 
6. Hee i the beſt Muſician who keepes a conti- 
nuall Harmony in his Conſcience , whoſe life is in 
tune tO ou Word , bw ym fo the Lp in 
Colol. 3- P{abmes and Hymnes an it s, fn1pi aat- 
6s fl _AMeledy in his bears , whoſe ——_ be from Gamut, 
to Ela , viz. from his Cradleto his grave , is ſpent in 
Carroling forth his Makers praiſe. 
7. Laltly, bee is the beſt Arithmeticianwho hath 
learn'd Moſes Arithmeticke 1jn the-text,viz.ſo 1 num- 
ber hu deyes,as to apply bus heart unto wiſdeme. 
Materia, II. And fo I 'paſſetotheſecond particular of the 
<'texr,viz. Meteria the matter defired to be tanght,and 
that is to number 0urdaycs..S0 teach. 4a ro mwmnber our 

ayes, fre | et! $3 *L 91+ | | 

' Wherein'I ſhall ſhev you both what is meant by 
dayes, and how they are to be numbred. 

By dayes, in Scripture are ſignified two things. 
Firſt, the trade of a mans lite, hiswhole employ- 


ment 


—_—— i 
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ment abqut which!hee is-alwaycs converſant. So. ta- 
ken Toby, 4.1... 9», 470 there nor .gmelve howres. in the day 
nhereiy a man may nalke (x) worke &c. Now all Mens 
employment iconſiſts,girher in-Contemplation,as:in 
thoughts agd. words; or io Aftion.,as m deeds and 


' warks :$0 that if wee. conſider, our.dayes according 


to this acception, wee inuſt. bee:caretull ther conum- 


Wa 345, 955. "3& 448i > 
. -Firſt , qur. thoughts 3 by: embracing the'P rophets | 
leſſon. , ſ»f 1 vet 4*%4ne thoveht 19 lodge. im thee, Sinne ler. 4. 14. 
m3y-, nay » will oftentifes vifite us ab aſttanger ,or 
traveller 2 Sam, 12.4; but wee, mult in-no.caſeenter- 
taine;bim 254 friend ro dwell wirhais,no not ſo-much 


35,inthe thought, but we muſt labour to kill it inthe 


Conceprion, to cruſh, the Cocatrice while it is in 

the ſhell, :co daſh the. children of Babylon againt the Pf. 137.9. 
ſtones, while they ave but: children; sbi maxim obſer- 
vdndwinn, (7 extirpandum ft peccatum,ubi naſci ſolet,layes 
2 Hather.- ſigne muſt be-met withall, where it firſt-en- 
ces , and thar..is;in the thought s' WCce muſt take heed 
how wee buſy them in, thingseither impoſſible, or 
uppxoficable-, but bee alwayes' meditating either on 
the vanity of the woxld tocontemne it , on death to 
prepare-iOr it, on judgement to avoyd it zon Hell ro 


eſcape it, and on heaven to erjjoy it. 


; Secondly. , our words which muft have theſe three 
PCORETLICS ew. ſeaſonable; and waighty remembring = 
that, wee, muſt give an account for every idle word, RTINY 


and therefore to embrace the Apoſtles precept to zs. 


have.out ſpeech always with-grace ſeaſoned with falr, 
Conlidering, that while thy word is in thy breaſt is <*-+ ©: 


is thine own to corre , but once utrered it is ano» 


thers 
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rhers to cenſure thee, and cannot bee 1ecalled, Neſcir 
vex miſſa reverti : ſayes On , Nulli tacwiſſe nocht , noces 
eſſe loquatum,many have repented,and payd deate too, 

{ for their unreaſonable , and -unſeaſouable ſpeeches ; 
few or:none -tar their ſilence ; therefore: labout al- 
ways to keepe a watch beforethe doore of thy lips, 
and of thy heart , that nothing<nter in ,. or proce 
out, but what may ſavour of grace to the hearers. : 
Thirdly , 'our Aionsy 1n-the Legall factifices 

/ amongſt many other things , theywereenjoyned to 
| offer the Turtle , and amongſt 'many other Ceremo- 
nics obſerved this was on, that they wrung off the 
| head of it backward. Now every beleever is a Turtle, 
Pfal. 74+ | Deliver woe the ſonle of thy Turtle: ſaid David into" rhe 
'9' = bandrof the enemy\, and wee ate hereby tavight', Every 
night when we offer up ourevening ſacrifice , to doe 

it by looking backeto our Ations of the day , antl 
wherein we have done well,blefſe God for itzandcon- 

tinue.; wherein amiſle,repent and (inne ri6 more. The 
Philoſopher raught bis Schollers every night to-agke 
themſelves theſe three queſtions. Nj mpitlw , r{ N'G;thapt 

146 Nev 6x47 fav, The ſame make thou to thy ſelfe. 

How haveltranſgreſſed?VVhat iti bave Idoge? What 

Gen.1. 4. g00d have I left undone? Thus did God'; every day 
12-18:24 bee looked back upon what he had done, and ſaw that 
ay it mas good , doc thou fo everyday , and thouglrthou 
cannot ſay of all thou beboldeft 'that -i# & verygwod, 

yet aſſure thy ſelfe it will be farre better by this Cir- 

cumſpeRion. : 4 de 2 51 8 

Againe by dayes are fignified , Secondly, the Time 


f life , 10b 14. 14. 44 the dayes fm "m_ 

DI Mans 11 4. 4 of 

Howe will 1 waite, &c, ' Now to number theſe dayes 
E: "Y is 
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15-not to tell 20, 30,40. yeares &c, thisevery child 


can do upon his fingers,bur rightly ro number them, 
1s to employ them well to Gods glory and the good 
of our; ſoules,, in the increate of vertue, that as wee 
OW'18YCcaresg Wemay grow 42.grace , 2s 4n ſtature, 
10inwiſdeme and fatour with God and man , Luke 2, uit, 
Titus Veſpaſian would tell his iricnds ( Amici,diem per. 
didi ) hee-bad laſt; a day when. hee had done no me- 
morable aQ in it... Apetes being asked haw hee be-, 
came fo famous in his Art of PiQturedrawing, anf- 


wered, Nulla dies fine lines, that hee never miſt a 


day, 


bur hee drew ſomewhar for the improvement of his 
Skill, ;4f wee will bee perfet,wee mult daily practiſe 


& * 


htxþ to perfetion.. The Heathens were fo caute- 
us-in the employment of this time, that they deri- 
ded the Jewes,, thinking that they loſt every Sabbath 
day.on which they reſted. And it is to be teared that 
many-of us looſe it indeed , or rather our ſelves on 
it.z when reſting from our bodily labour , wee reſt 
not. from finne and wickedneſſe even on the Lords 
day. Non quam div, ſed quam bent ; God doth not fo 
much eſpe how long as how well wee live : Nor 
doth he account of a time morc,then what is ſpent 


in his rvice;:Hence 


zo calls an o1d {inner Longaum 


puer, and another calls liim Elemenariu ſenex , an old 
child, onerhat was never other but a child, who when 
for his age, be i5 come even. to the brinke of rhe /or- 
dax of death, and expeAs to paſſe into Canes, is ſent 
backe againe to dye in the wilderneſſe of Sinne, be- 
cauſe of his ignorance and unbelicke, One told his { 
friend that hee perceived bim to decline fo faſt , thar 


he thought he could =_ live above a yearc, tow 
2 


hom 
hee 
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hee replyed, that if he was ſure to live one 'yeare%; het 
would make it'two ; and being demanded how, hee 
anſvered by doubling his care in'Gods fervice;, who 
numbers our daycs by our diligence : and indeed this 
1s the way, though wee live but awhile on earth, Yet 
to live-long tn Gods account : not onely* ro number 
our dayes,but fic ſo ro number them xs to apply our hearry, 
&c. Which brings in the third particular; wy 
[1I,. Forma, the manner how ro-number ,* &c, ſie 
0+ ſoteath mw, © , | | CN TER 
Now God in all our ſacred performances hath ef- 
peciall reſpe& unto this , preferring the manner of 
thedoivg of them before the matter it ſelfe? htadethe 
is aid to bee better pleaſed with Advetbs; thetiwith 
AdjeQives, :0n quam bonuww, ſed quam bei; God never 
accounts that for good , which is not well done, It 


1s not therefore enough £0 Pry bur we muſt ſo pray 


as tO bee heard z Not enough to heare but wee tuft 
ſo hexre asto profit ; Not chough to believe ,butwee 
muſt ſo believe as to bee ſaved'; Not enough to ran, 
but wee muſt ſo run as to obtaine ; not enough to 
number our dayes, but we muſt ſo number them as to 
apply &c. | DIL. WE EO 

Now there are ſix ries teaching us ſo to number 
ourdayes;taken from the pradtiſe of ordinary Arith- 
meticke ; | he Ie w | FTOINLS 

Firft , ts knowledge ', he that goes about to caſtin 
account muſt know his rules ;how to'tumber,, how 
ro divide”, how to multiply, how-to fubſtra@ ;&ec 5 
Elſe when he hath caſt up his ſummes,he cannot tell, ' 
whether they be done'right or wrong} and containe 
more or leſfs: In'like manner who ſo will namber'his 
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dayes , muſt have knowledge of the Rules to, number 
by: Now:thereare,  ' oe 
Two rules , by which all men living number thetr 

dayes, viz, a iule of Folly, and a,rule of Wiſdome; - 
. The wicked and ungodly:, rumber;by, the rule of 

folly. , they by looking upon death at the wrong end 

ofthe per{peRtive,thinke 1t to be farther off, then in-- 

deed it is ; and their dayes to, bee-more then they 
progveto be ; and fo ſecure themſelves in finne;till in: 

a mornent they are taken away. By this rule the Foo- n = _ 
liſh-Virgins numbred their dayes thinking the bride- % 

groome_ would not come fo ſoone , they. ſlept out 

their oyle,and vegteted to buy moregtill Chrift came, 
and;found them unprepared , and fo they were ſhut 

out, Thus the evill ſervant inthe Goſpel! numbered, Luke 13. 
&c-When ſuppoſing his Maſter would ſtill delay his 47 4* 
coming, he began to beate-his fellow ſervants, and to 

e*te, and .drinke with; the drunken , till his Afafter 

ſame, in an loure that he was n«t aware of , and cut him 

off, and gave him his portion with the Hypocrits, 

&c. Thus the rich Glutton numbred, &c. Soule tate ___ 
thine eaſe,thou haſt goods layd up for many dayes, ©, when = 

that nigl.t his ſoule was taken from him, 

The good and ly, they number their dayes , by 
the rule of. Wiſdome, which conſiſts in the ſerious 
conſideration of three things. 

. .1-->Qf the vanity of mans life : ſo vaynethot it will 

not -admit.of any extenuation, being comparcd in 

Scripture.to things of (ſinalleſt if) no account , as Pf: 103. 

to a. dreame. toa ſhadow, tograſle, to a weavers ''+ 

utle, to a ſhepheards rent, to a Bubble, of which it x5ay40.6 

maybe faid , Quamprimwm #itur , moritur , as foone R 
pod C 3 out 
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. out as in, which ſhonld inſtru@us'to 'plece' onr afft-" 
Coloſ. J., an ; 
oy A1ons, on morc enduring objeas,and not to truſt toy 


lan. 4.14. mach to this vepovr of life, Al 
2. Of rhe Brevity of mans life.” There are long 
/ ſpaces , which by a ſpeedy courſeare quickly ended ; 


{and there are ſhort ſpaces , which havinga {low mo-' 


{ ver afe long in going ; but where the ſpace is ſhort, 


| and the motion quicke, that journey muſt nexds bee- 


| ſoone diſpatched , ſuch athing is life,” The fitteſt 

lojgyo, | MOtion in the world hath been ſtayed, #he Sun ſtood 
1993 fiat the prayer of [oſuah, and went not downe in 
one whole day, and yet then at that inſtant the life of 

man went a dayes journey forward. Adrnirt rhat of 
Pl.90.1% the Plalmiſt,vis. that the dayes of neuge are three- 
ſcore yeares andten,which can be gratited,but by way? 

of ſuppoſition, for where one attaines unto it, three- 

ſcore and ten, thteeſcore and ten rimes told goe be- 

fore; yet I ſay admit it : and rhen hee that knowes 

how to number theſe dayes, by the rate of Wiſdom, 

can tell you , how that hatfe of theſe yeates, by the 

rule of diviſion , are loft in fleepe : rhere remainey 

then but 35. whereof 15; at leaſt by the rule of foh- 
tration muſt alſo be taker) away for our childhood} 
wherein wee were fgnorant how to'glorify God! or 

help our ſelves aright ; then remaines but 26. yeares, 

which being joyned by the rate of Multiplication,ro 

' onr troubles', fickhefſes ; forrowes , neceffaryrarts, 

&2.- to often multiplyed npon us ;tell me ( if God 
account of no time bar what is ſpent in his ſerviceif 

what rhe Philoſopher fpakeof man be not true: that 

/., + bis lifes but aday ſong, 'Nay , if whet the Prophet 
if ;6, 6, David ſpake be not true aHo,thatthis'day is bur s ſpan 
"eng, 3. Of 
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3. Otthe uncertainty of Manslife 5 The time paſt 
is gone, as if it had-never beene;; the time'to come'ts 
uncertaine, we are altogether unſure of it 5' wee have 
no/time but -d x5 this very inſtant; and wee know not - 
how long we ſhall hold that: It was the fayirig of one 
of opr owne-Poets , © bak © we 

Fleves, fi ſtires unum tus tempor menſem; 

Rides,twm non ſit forfitan una dies. 
--Thoawouldſt weep ifthon kneweſtthy life would 
cndthis moheth': Howcanft thou laugh , when per- 


haps thouſhale rot live one day > If the goed man of Luke 1% 


the houſe knew at nhat time the thiefe ould come , he would at 
match ( (ayes our Saviour, ) and not ſuffer. himſelfe 
robet ſurprized : nor his houſe to be broken up;our! 
bodyes are the houſe, our ſoules the prize, death 
the theefe , and becauſe thou knoweſt not at what 
houre hee will come , watch every houre.. /deo #bſcu- 
ratur win, ut obſerventur multi "Bid $. Auſtin, Cod 
hath therefore: conceal'd from thee , thar one day of 
thy death; that thou AN expe it every day, 
The Antients perſwaded to this care by this fami- = 
liar inftance 2 Hadi thou ſeven ſervants , andwert 
fully:afcertained that ar ſome time, ox other , one of 
therh wonlkd kill thee: ichor when thou could | 
not tell, wouldſtthoun not be very cautelous of them 
all ; and very carefull of giving any of them any ad- 
va d why now remember thy life is but a muſt. 
plicmion of feven dayes\, andone of theſew:ll kill 
thee , but which of theſe, or when, becauſe thow 
knoweſt nor, thou oughteſt to be prepared on aN 
ofthem. Letnot the thought of thy laſt end, bee the 
lſt:end of thy thought, but foreſee this yy" 
7 cath 
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death 1n time , fo ſhalt thou-prevent the danger. 

2, The ſecond Rule for the ſo numbring , &c.. is 
Intention, a man that goes about to caſt an account, 
muſt mind ir, and intend it -as hee goes in order, elſe þ 
if he forget any of his ſummes , or omit ary. of his 
rules, he muſt beginne againe, all before is to no(pur- 
poſe. So muſt cvery Chriſtian be diligent , ,and in- 
tent in this his-ſpirituall Arithmcticke , and minde 
this duty of nembring bi dayes ,, with all circumſpe- 
Rion : a man that mindes one thing-ſo much, thatche 
forgets another , wee ſay in.our uſuall phraſe ,, thar 
he 15 out of his numbers, the like may bee ſaid of 
thoſe who are ſo much given-to number their carth- 
ly , that they forget their heavenly, eſtate, I;ſpeake: 
not this ro with-hold any-man from a moderate care 
to provide neceſſaries for this life, No ; - Hee that 
— doth it not ij worſe than an Infidell , (ayes Saint Pqul, 
= #Marthaand Mary may dwell together: Chyiſkyould 
Matth.ro HAVE us to bee wiſe as ſerpents, if witha]l,wee bee g21o-, 
16, tent as Doves. The thing I diffivade is, that. we ſuffet, 
,not the ſerpent to.cate up.the Nove, nor Martha 

/r9 turne Mary out of doores,that our Overmuch;care' 

' for the worla.make ps not negligent of heaven : a! 
Choi ſhould imitate the Dolphin which is ;f21d3 

to 1y1mme,with one cye on the waters, and the other 
looking on theskye ; ſo muſt hee have an eye to hea- 

ven, in providing for his ſoule in the fig)t of God, 

Cor. andaneyctothcearth m providing bings koxeff mn the. 
ns © ur xiv in 990 
3 The third Rule : They that caſt an account,they 

beginne with the leaſt figures firſt , and ſo proceed 

from units to tennes from tennes to lundreds, from 

| hundreds 
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S bundreds to thouſands , &c. So in our mwmbring of - 

owr dajes, though at firſt, our knowicdge of God be 

| bur (mall, yet let vs goe on, and it will multiply 

like good ſced.in-good ground, in ſome 30, in ſome 60. in wy, 
ſame 100. fold , the way of vertne is like the Rocke to 8- 
{onathan, and his armour-bearer , hardtoclyme, bur 
victory at the top, or like the Greek T, and Roman :;. 14. 
Y, narrow at the bottome , but as wee aſcend they 

branch out : So will Gods gifts increaſe, if wee uſe 

them well, grace is like Ezetzells waters which did riſe #*<. 47. 
more and more till they came up to the head , or like *'* 
onr Saviours wheat which grew more and more , ti[! Mark 4. 
it came to the Harveſt. Samuel was dedicated to the *7: 28, 
Lord from his youth,but it was obſerved of him,that 


I 


the el ew, the more zcalous hee was in his 
courſe, t uldold men be, and all men too, quo 
ſeniores eo ſalefiores, 


Cantator Cignue funeris ipſe ſui : was faid of a Reve- | 
| rent man, that likethe Swan, the neerer his dearh, rhe | 
feeter he ſung, the more heavenly his Meditarions, 
Chriſtians ſhould bee like Rivers, which the neerer 
come to the Sea , the fwifter rhey runne ; and ir 
ſhould be ſ2id of them as of rhe Church of Thyatirs , 
Their /arter end ſhould be better then their firft. Revel. x 
The fourth Rule. They that caſt accounts begia '?* 
at the left hand, and proceed to the right, fo muſt we 
in the numbring of our dayes, All men number,but 
the wicked begin at the right hand , riz. in prayſing 
their good deeds , boaſting of their gifts, and glory- 
gin the Creatures of God by them abuſed , but 
end at the left hand of Gods diſpleaſure. Thus the 
Pharifſce rumbred, God 7 rhanke thee , 7 am nor as other 76 18. 
D men * 
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men are, beginning at-the right hand, but hee ended at 
the left , tor the text ſayes, he went away not juſtified, 


Luke 16, -T hus Dizes began to number at the right hand in 


I9. 


Eſay 56. 


. 
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purple and fine linnen and delicious tare, but ended at 
the left in hell. Thus they number that. cry, Let « eate 
and drinke, for ts merrow wee ſhall dye , ſaying with rhe 
wicked, fill us more wine, and we «ill {atisfy our ſel- 
ves with ſtrong drinke,end to morrow ſhall bee as to day, 


: and much more abundant. 


«+ But the golly bcginne at the left hand , mortify- 
ing and forrowing for their finnes, and end at the 
right hand of Gods tavour : Thus the Publicat nwm- 
bred his dazes beginning at the lett hand, God be merci- 


full unto me a ſinner, and ended at the right hand , hee 


went, ſayes the text , unto his houſe juſtified. Thus Saint 


1 Tim, 1, Paul numbred , beginning at the left handy I was a 


13. 


perſecutor, &c, but ending at right, / found mercy, bes 
cauſe! did it ignorantly, Thus Polycarpus numbred his 
dayes, when going to his ſufferings , be was told , if 
hee woull fiveare by Ceſar, and rayle ar Chrift , hee 
ſhould be ſpared ; he anſwered, theſe foureſcore and 
odd yeares have. I ſerved him, and found him my 
good Maſter, and I will not now deny him, Thus $, 
Chryſoſtome taught his charge to number th-1r dayes , 
to caſt up how many houres there were in the weeke, 
£12, 168, and to bce carefull, that God had his duc 
our of them,viz.all the houres ofthe ſeventh day,and 
ſome houres ofcvery day. 

The fift Rule: They. that caſt an account , muſt 
know the place of every figure, for what it ſtands. So 
mult we know , and try our ſelves , 1n what placewee 
ſtand in Gods ſervice , according to his talents-given 


to 


a 
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tp us. No man mult ſtand as a cipher;it hee doe, God 
Will.ſo eſtceme him. The, Lacedemonians did uſe to \ 
decline their military menthroughthree tenſes of the | 
Indicative Mood,in the firſt Ranck or Chorus came 
the old worne Souldicrs , whoſe ſtrength was ſpent, 
and their word was Fuimmw , we have becne valiant in 
our time:inthe ſecond,came the luſty young gallants, 
and their word was Sumw , wee are valiant., try who 
dare; andin the third came the children,vhoſe word 
was Erima, wee.(hall bee valiant if wee live to it , ac- 
cording to.the ol\l verſe, Yoza ſenum, corſulta tirorum, 
fata juvente, Let young men bee valiant in ation, 
mid!e age men in conſultation, old men in devotion, 
God allowes no man to live without ſome calling, 
In the ſweat of thy brones, or of thy braynes, thou mult 
cate thy bread. 

Laſtly , they that caſt an account , though they ſct- | 
never ſo many ciphers together , yet if they bave no | 
figure before them, they ſtand for nothing : but add 
bur one figure in the firſt place, and that will give 
them all their ſeverall quantities , and make the ci- 
phers to be great ſummes. 
| In. like manner all wee poſſefle are but ciphers , 
unleſſe Chri# bce preferred before them, Ir.is hee 
that gives the bleſſing and the comfortable uſe of what 
wee have : without Chriſt, beauty is but vanity : wiſc- 
dome but folly : ſtrength but 1nfirmity : and riches. 
but miſery. 1deo malw feiix putatur quis quid ſit feli- 
citas ignorater,ſaith S. Auſtin;worldly men 2re coun- 
ted happy by none but ſuchwho know not whar hap- 
pynefle is. The whole world without Chrift.is but a 
bare cipher which it proger'y reſembles, and omg 
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profit inthe day of wrath, for Chrift tells us fo much: 
What will it profit a man t0 yaine the whole world , and x0 
loſe bis oxne ſoule > But place Chriſt before it , and then 
every creature in it ſhall be avaylable for our good : 
And Chrift aſſures us rhis roo, firft ſecke the Kingdom of 
God and the righteowſnes thereof , and all other things ſhall 
bee added unto you. Sothen the way to be truely grear, 


is to bee truely good, yertue is the beſt Nobility, 


Chriſtianity the greateſt dignity , and godlineſſe the 
ſureſt gaine. Let it bee then our chiefe labour , $0 20 
number our dayes, ſince it will both ſupply our houſes 
with wealth, and apply our hearts to wiſdome,which 
brings me to the laſt particular, viz, 

Fins , the End , why wee defire to bee fo taught : 
T hat we may apply our hearts 10 niſcome, Wherein ob- 
ſerve firſt, What kind of wifdome this is:Secondly, 
how our hearts are ſaid to bee applyed unto it. 

For the firſt , there are two forts of wiſdome, as 
Heady wifdome, and Hearty wiſdome; Earthly wifſ- 
dome, and Heavenly wiſdome : Marthas wiſdome, 
and Maryes wifdome. 

Now were wee evcr to live in this world ; Marthas 
wiſdome would be preferred, but ſince our dayes are 
numbred with God, Mares choyce will beſt teach us 


. fo to-namber them our felves as #0 apply owr heares ro 


heavenly wiſdome. Which may be diſtinguiſhed from 
the earthly in 4. particulars. | 

1. By the Obje& : The ObjeR of heavenly wif- 
domeis Chrift, who is made unto ns , Wiſdeme , righ. 
reouſueſſe, ſanBification and redemption. x Corinth. x. 20. 
But of carthly wiſdome , vanity and finne. © 

2. By the Properties : Heavenly wifdome is pure, 
| peaccable, 
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peaceable, gentle andeeaſy robe mtreared, full of mer- 
cy and 00 feniny , without partiality and without 
| Hypocriſy, /am.3.17. But earthly wiſdome is mixt 
with ſin,nudded with luſt, crucll;crafty,and quarel- 
ſome. 1am, 3.15. | 

3. By the Schoole where they are to bee learnt, 
Heavenly wiſdome is tauglit onely of God , by his 
Spirit, and in his Word ; but the othzr hath as ma» 
ny Maſters as there are corrupt mindes. 

4. By theend at whichthey aime. The one tends 
chiefely ro the good of the ſoule , howſoever it fare 
with the body But the other chiefely to farisfy, and 
fulfill the luſts of the fleſh without reſpe@ unto the 
foule : Let an earthly wiſe man have Eſaw bleſſing, the Gen: 27. 
fatneſſe of the earth , and let who will rake acobs ble 37 ** 
ſing the dew of Heaven, Let their corne and wine and v1 , 5 
ozle increaſe z it is all they cate for, as for the light of 
Gods countenancethey regard it not. 


For the Second , hee that beleeves what God af- 
firmes , applyes his beart to faith + Hee that. does - 
what God commands , applyes his heart to Obedb | 
dience ; and hee that makes uie of both theſe in their 
benefits, and effes ro the good of his ſoule, applyes 
his heart ro wiſdome, 

Now , hee that will fo number his dayes as is be- 
fore layd downe, muſt thus apply his heart to a fix- 
fold wiſdome; 

Firſt tothe Virgins Fiſdome , the wiſdome of Pre- 
paration Math, 25.4. The wiſe Virgins roke oyle in 
their YeſſeÞs: Wee all know the Bridegroome Chriſt 
Teſm will come; but when wee know not , and there- 
fore we ought alwayes to _ prepared with the y_ 
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of grace in our lamps , thatwhen hee (ſhall come, we 
may be ready , to enter with him, into his everlaſtin 
glory. I find no other difference betivixt the wiſe 
Virgins and the fooliſh , but onely this; the one 
did that in time, which the otker would taine-.have 
done when it was too latc; If thou bee wiſe then : 
prepare 1n time, leaſt thou repent when it is too 
late. | 

Secondly , to the ſerpent s niſdome , the wiſdome of 
Preſervation, Marth. 10,16. Bee yee wiſe as ſerpents, 
&c«, It is accounted a great part of wiſdome in the 
Serpent to preſerve his head with a the care that 
may be, becauſe all his life lyes in his head :; * little 
blow on the head quickly kills him ,but wound him 
never ſo much on the body ( tis head being ſafe) he 
will recover it againe. Now the Apoſtle tels us,that 


our life i bid with God, in Chriſt our head , in whom we 


mult bee carefull to preſerve , and kcepe our Faith, 
though wee ſuffer never ſo many wounds 1n our per. 
ſons , goods ,or good names, mpaone. Aon the A. 
poſtle, that neither tribulation, nor anguiſh, nor perſecu: 
rien, c. ſhall bee able to ſeparate ws from the love of Gas 
nhich # in Chrift Teſs aur Lord, Rom. 8. wlt, 

Thirdly, to the Stewards wiſdome , the wiſdome ©! 
Prevention. Luke 16. 8. The Lord commended the unjuſt 


Steward, becauſe hee bad done wiſely , &c., The Steward 


' we know, being ready to bee put from his place , tc 


prevent poverty, made himſclfe friends with his Ma 
ſters 200ds , which was reputed a point of wiſdome 
in him. . Now wee are all but Stewards of what wee 
poſſeſſe, and know not how ſoone we-ſhall bee taken 
from them, or they fromus ; Here then is on wil 
ome, 
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dome, in time to make us friends'with theſe 4447z- Luke 16. 
mons of unrighteo«ſnes (tor {0 Chrilt calls theſe earthly? 
riches in compariſon of the true treaſure) that when 

they tayle us, we may be recerved ito everlaſting habi- 

tattons :; which miy bec beſt dore by our Charity to 

the poore members of Chrift, tor , mhat negive tothe gy, 
poore, we lend to the Lord, faith Salomon, and nhat ts 17, 

lazd out , henilt repay ws againe, 'The poore mans hand 

is the rich mans i reafury , what hee layes upthere, he 

ſhall find in heaven : hee that feeds tbe hungry , puts 

bread into Chriſts owne mouth; hee that clortes the 

naked , puts a garment on Chris owne backe , and 

hee that gives to the poore , puts a.penny in Chriſt's 

owne hand ; himſelfe hath ſaid it , whatſoever you doe ,, _ wa 
110 any of theſe little ones , yee doe it wnto me, Caſt your ,,, © 
bread then upon theſe waterr,and after many dayes you ſhalt Eccl.r1 7. 
find it againe with a great reward. 

Fourthly , to the A#ts wiſdome , the wiſdome of 
Providence. Proverb. 6. 6.6oe to the Ant thou ſluggard, 
confider her wayes and bee-wiſe, It is obſerved of the 
Ant that ſhe labours very painefully in the Summer 
to get proviſion together to keepe her in the Win- 
ter: {o ſhould weedoe, during the ſutnmer of health, 
and proſperity , and Sunne-ſhine of the Goſpell of 
peace, lay up for our ſelves a good foundation a- 1 Tim. 6. 
£2inſt the Winter of trouble, need, ſorrow, fickneſſe '* 
or other adverſity : The Apoſtles Counſell is, while Gal- 5.10. 
you have time doe good to all, eſpecially to thoſe nho are of 
the houſhola of Faith : and the Propher renders you a 
reaſon of it,becauſe in death God is not remembred, pry 6. x. 
nor mill any give him thanks in the grave, while you have 
the 11ght walk, and while it is called to dayworke out your 19Þn. 11. 
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ſaluetion withfeere and trembling, preſerve with Aroſes 2 

pot of heavenly Manna , inthe Arke of your hearts, 

and provide with /ofeph 2 ſtore-houſe of ſpiritual 

food inyour ſoules , that you may live and nor dye, 

if God ſhould withhold you from the benefit of his 
blicke Ordinances. 

Fifthly,to the Sydenians wiſdomthe wifdom of Peace, 
ARBs 12. 20. It is reputed agreat point of wifdome 
4n them of Tyre and Syder , that baving highly difplea- 
fd King Hered, they came with one accord, and | 
having made Blaftus the Kings Chamberlaine their friend 
deſired Peace , becauſe their Countrey was nouriſhed by the 
Kings Countrey : Let in be our careto poe , and doe 
likewiſe : wee have highly offended the great King of 
Heaven and Earth by our manifold finnes and wic- 
kedneſſc , having fo long turned his grace into wan- 
tonneſfe, that we have now juſt cauſeto feare, hewtll 
turne Our peace into warre: withall wee know it is 
not for ns to firive with our maker, for wee are nou- þ 
riſhed by him , by him wee live and move and have 
our being. Here then is our wiſdome , to make Chriff 

\ Cor, 5, 14{# the Kings Sonne our friend: let us by timely re- 
19 pentance and faith reconcile our ſelves unto him, 
and he will reconcile us to his Father. 

Sixtly, to Davids wiſdome , thewiſdome of Picty , 
Pfalme 119. 93. Thave morewiſdome then my teathers, 
becauſe 1 keepe thy Conmandements , The old word for 
righteouſheſſeis right wiſeneſſe, and it is 2good one, | 
for the righteous man is the right wife man. Other- 
wiſc how can they be wife ayes Jeremy, fince they have for- 
ſaken the law of their God : you may (ce it in Achirophel, 
his great wiſdomeunſandtified turned to his deftru- 
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Qion. In the fourth of Deutcronomy the 6, Moſes 
there tells /ſrae/, that the keeping of Gods Com- 
mandements would be their Wiſdome inthe ſight of 
the peoplc,and their obſervance of has Statuts,would 
them ſuch renowne , that al the Nations round a- 
; <> would ſay , ſurely this great Nation # a wiſe and un- 
derflanding people. I have read of onewho towards his \ 
end ſequeſtring himſelfe from the cares , and affaires 
of the world, and betaking him to a religious courſe 
of lifez a friend of his, after ſometime coming to 
viſit him, would needs know of him; how (being us 
lettered as hee was) hee could poflibly ſpend his time 
inthar ſolitude, to whom hee replied , that ſince hee 
had devored himſelfe ro that way, he had learnt three 
letters, which tooke up his whole time. The firſt 
hee ſaid , was a Blacke letter, and that put him in 
mind of his ſinnes, and ſome ef his time hee ſpent 
here in ſorrowing and bewayling his tranſgreſſions , 
and repenting for them. The fecond was a Red letter, 
| andthis minded him of the Paſſion and ſufferings of 
his Saviour , which, while he laboured by Faith, to 
apply to himfelfe, did emp!oy another part of 
his time: andthe third , was a Golden letter, which 
remembred him with the joyes of Heaven, and the 
happineſſe of Gods EleR, after this life, and the Me- 
ditation of rhjs , tooke up the reſt of his thoughts. 
And indeed, hee that hath learnt theſe three letters 
well, is a good Scholler , though be have learned no 
more, for by theſe , he ſhall learne to feare God,and 
the feare of God, (ayes David, i the beginning of niſdome, Pr. vi, 10, 
yea, and the end too , for Selowons tells us to feare j,.1,,... 
God, and to keepe his Commandments, i the whole duty of 
E 


man. 


fn onde 


max,” VV ithithis then will Lendthe Text; and blefled 
(hallwee bee if wee can all of us fo'end our time;vis, 
in the feare of God , which thar wee may the berrer 
doe; I pray for my felfe , and you , as Moſer forhim- 
ſelte and 7fra#?! ;, Lord ſo reach wu to number our dayer, 
that we may apply vur hearts unto Wiſdme, _xmen, | 

Thos having done with my Text, 1 ſappoſe it may 
bee in thenext place expefted that I ſhould in par- 
ticular adde ſomething of the party , for whole fake 
and for yours this Sermon 15 compoſed. This em- 
ployment is not withont hazard : and (as Pericles well 

Apud. expreſſed it) , The Auditors will hardly be fatisfied; 

Th«34; Eor the neere friends 'to the deceaſed, and: fuch as 
love their memory will thinke all too little, when'o- 
thers who are either ignorant of her verrnes, or envi- 
ousat all praiſe, will thinke al{ too much, And my 
teltc the performer may bee thought by ſome in one 
place Fregsde laudare , and by others in another place 
ins adulari : on the one ſide bYzmed with parriality, 
on the other blaſted with flatrery. 

{ have ufvally been very ſparing in exerciſes ofthis 
nature , referring the Encomion of the dead unto the 
words of Solomon , Proverb. 31. 31. Laudent cam itt 
paris falta ew. Let their owne works praifethem:Be- 
ing.in this point very Tender and fcrrpulons, how I 
doe expoſe either them or my felfe to cenfure. 

\Neverrhelefle T cannot deny but that this Cere- 

mony mi ſ@ffe , ts both —_ , and Ike, 2 
mongft Gods people : wee read how Duvi cs 

Admer and oakifons his fumerall 2 Sam, 3. How hec 

. . commends Seu! znd Torathan ,:and how the Canon- 

call Scriprarekeops theRecortof it 2 Sam, 1. 


In 
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Jn the New Teſtament, wee find $, /ames comme- 1am 5.1: 
morating the paticnce ot /eb, S, Paul the faith of the red. 1h, 
Fathers, And the devout Saints intimatingtoS.PFerer ,g,,.., 
the Charity of Dorcas by ſhewing unto him the coatey | 
and garments nhich ſhe made while the was with them: 

The Fathers alſo were frequent in this duty. S, Ber- 
nard extolls Malachy and his brother Gerard , S, Hie- 
rome pray les Nepotian, Marcella, Bleplia, Paulina with 
othcr vertuous women z S. Ambroſe comme<-nds the 
Emperors, Yalextinian , and Theodoſime ; And Nazian- 
zen Faath extant in his works whole Orations celcbra- 
ting the vertues of his brother (eſariw, his ſiſter 
Gorgonta, hjs tather Gregory,his friend Achanaſt ws, and 
others. $0 that as Pola»:4 hath well obſerved. howſo- 
ever the infirmities of the faithfull ought to bee bu- 
rycd with their bodyes,, yer the Memorial! of their 
vertues (ſo'u be modeſtly, and moderatly done) ts a 
part of that civill honour which we owe tothofe that 
are departed this life, and at reſt with God. And S$, 
Muſlin tells us, fidenciore laude predicamm jam invita 
feliciore viftores , quam in jſta adhuc pugnantes , we doc 
2nd may with much better confidence commend 
thoſe that are Conquerors in that farre more happy 
life, then wee can doe thok that are yet but comba- 
tants an-this vale of miſery : for (faith hee) the dead 
arc nor fen(ible of either flattery, or detraRion ; and 
therefore wee. need nor feare to yeeld them their due 
praiſes ; zec laudantem adulatio movet , nec landarum 
| centat Elatio. Neither the party praiſing doth ſoorh 
with flattery , aor the party praiſed can fivell with 
Since then the thing is not New in it felfe, I hope 
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it wil not be repute ſtrange in mc;it (ſtrz1ningcours 


| tefie with my uſual Method) I powrea box ofSpick- 


Luke 14G. 


nard on the head of this deceaſed Gentlewoman : ſhe 
was a wile Rebecce,and a faithful Sarah;an amiable Ra- 
chel,&a fruitful Leah, a diſcreet Abigal,& an obedient 
Heſter;a provident Marthe,and a prudent Mary-a cha- 
ritable Dorcas,and a checrfull Deborah. in a word, ade- 
voute & a pious Elizebeth,endeavouring to walk in all 
the Commandements of God blameles and withoat reproofe. 
The chietc.labour of her life was rightly to learne 
my Text, So #0 number her dayes as to apply ber heart un- 
£0 wiſedome.; and though ſhe numbred bur few , (to 
what ſhe might have done in the —_ courſe of 
nature had God fo pleaſed ) yet the profited in this 
divine Arithmeticke fo well that (hee made up a 
mighty totall, and attained to fuch a portion of hea- 
—_ Wiſlome,that the like is rarely to be found in 
either her ſex or age. 
But becauſe we know it- is the end which crownes 
the ation, and Vitima ſemper 


ExpeBianda dies homini, diciq. beatus 
ante obirum nemo, ſupremagq. funeradebet : 
The laſt day is ever to be expeRed, and happy 
can no man be ſaid to be till death hath ſhewed 
he departed, faith the Philoſopher. Thereforefore 1 
will leave youto judge more tully of the integrity , 
and uprightnefle ot her life ; by fome emarkeabil 
paſſages before her death; the manner whereof 1 
ſhall declare unto you more particularly. 
She received the ſentence of death within her ſelfe, 
long before the execution thereof, by meanes ofa 


lingring 
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lingring Conſumption , ſent from her heavenly Fa- 
ther with the ſame Meſſig- tht the Prophet 7ſaiah = 

| brought to Hezeksah, Set thy houſe in order, for thou muſf » Kin. 20, 
dye, whereby her ſtzength daily decaying , and (not-"* 
withſtanding the good uſe of all lawtull meanes 
poſſible for prevention ) the glafle of her life being 
well nigh run out ; thoſe morzons of gracethat were 
in her (like thoſe of nature) became now b fine velo- 
ciores more quicke and lively towards her end, 
mounting u on ſoule on @ fvifterwing towards her 
happineſle : the Spirit of God did now fill the fayles 
Of her afteRtions', with more then an extraordinary 
defire of her wiſhed-for heaven. 

'But Satan cavying that ſo faire aveſlell ſhould a+ 
rive at the Port without a ſtorme raiſed ; a ſudden 
tempeſt of doubts , and diſtruſtfull choughts in her 
ſoulc, khouring theredg ( had it beene poſſible ) to 
wracke her faith upon the rocke of defpaire , and 
God (willing to ſhew his ſkrengrh in her weakenefſe) 
ſuffers foratimethis Eclipſeofthis wonted preſence, 
| being delighted to ſee her (with the Diſciples) row- 
Ing and towingagainſt the ſireames of Satanstemp- 
tations, whilſt himſclfe (with our Saviour). walkesby 
onde waves, ready to.ſuccour her in the greateſt ne- 
ceffity. 

During which weakenefſe, both of mind and body, 
her forrowfull busband with other her choice friends 
(who lincerely loved her) being defirous to comply 
with any courſe which might be thought conducible 
to het welfare , npon goodadviſe ber deſire brought 
her on Tueſday the 14 day of Iuly laſt paſt from: Lox» 
don, towards Pluckley in _; the reſidence of her 
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huſb:nds ( and truely alſo ) ot her deareft and moſi 
tenderly afteed kiadred and friends. 

Now as ſhe was travelling upon rhe way , there 
hapned. unto her (asto Jaro4 in his journey from 
Padan- Aram to Canaan) a grievous wreſtling, with a 
ſore and heavy conflit, which cauſed her tor the 
time (like him ) to halt very much, not on her fcer., 
but in her affeions , beginning now extreamely to 
complaine of her want ot faith, and to doubt of the 
aſſurance of her falvarion, in both which before-time 
ſhe lived fully confirmed , and this tryall was ſo full 
of troubleto her ſelfe, and griefe to her loving hu(- 
band and friends then in company , that they were 


neteſſitated for that to-night lodge herand chemfelves - 


ſhort of that place whither they intended; where ha- 
ving.repoled with all fit accommodation 
their chick care was-how to compoſe her doubts , 
and to comfort ker weake and feeble mind : and to 
this end they. requeſted my afſiftance ( the moſt un- 
worthy paſtor of that place where then ſhe rcfted)} 
and (confidering the office required, to be in ir ſelfe 
both Chriftian and charitable, and ar efſcnriall part 
of my Minifteriall charge, to fappott the weake, And 
to bind ap the broken hearted) I was gladly entreated to 


aſſiſt with the beſt counſels chat lay in me, for the re- 


c{tabliſhing of her peace. | | 

Being come unts-her ſhv Dogan to repeate unto me 
ber former complaints , accuſtng her fſelfe of a won- 
derfull dulneſſe, and deadnefſe of hearr', of a marvel» 
ious want of faith, that ſhe-covld not apply the com» 
forts of Godtd ler ſoule., nor repent as ſhe on 
tor her ſins; that ſhe conld tot fcele'the comfortable 
es | Dre» 
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preſence of Gods $pirit'; 4$8Thewas whnr ;" that ſhe 
had no mind to- fue unto him by prayer as before; 
and thereupon concludes againſt her ſelfe, rhar” cer- 
tainly the Lord had forſtken her ,* and Gaft Her off, 
and would not reftore hereto the joy of his Nlvition: 
which words ,' ſhe-utrered wwh many ''fighs and 
groznes , with trong cryings ; which argued truely 


the angiſh and diſtreſſe of her 'fonle: Whereupon 


ſorrowing tobchold her inthis _— ot aMiRi- 
on: (for as Solemen tells us , rhe ſpirit of a man will 
ſuſtaine- his infirmity-, But awounded ſpiris nho can 
beare? Proverb. 18. 12.) © 

Laddreft my felfe to apply nnto her what com- 
forr God ſhouldenable meto Miniſter: Afſuring her 
rhat theſe ſpiritual! deſertions for a time are famili- 
ar, to the deareſt of Gods Children, inſtancing in 
Devil, in eb, and in '$. 7 anl,with other Sainrs,whoſe 


particular-tryals dilated unto her,idding moreover 


that God like a wiſe Father , is not alwayes kifsin 
his ſons, but many rimes correRing of them ; ant 
that his love in their humiliation ,' 45 as much mag- 
nifycd towards them, by the ſaving effetts of it , as 
is his mercy intheirexaltation.lrold her farthert hat 
the ſenſe of her weadkenefle which The complained of, 
was not weakeneflſe , but ſtrength 3 for it comes not 
from our corruption, thag we feele' our corruption , 
but from Gods grace, end that the deteftarion of 
fo,with a'defire ro repent ; is trve” repentance in- 
deed, and a manifeſt worke of the ſpirtt ; and though 
Go! find many things in us that he likes not, yet he 
ever loves and likes this in us, that we doe 4rflike and 
loath our felves ; for God reſpe&s not ſo much on 

ate 
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Nate, as our purpoſe ,.nor regards ſo much what we 
are, as what we delireto be. Foradefire to be good , 
is a good ſtepto,yea a good purt of goodneſle 1t (elf : 

. I prayd her therefore, not to wrong her ſelfe fo 
much, as to imagine ſhe could not repent, while ſhe 
profelt ſhe hated ſin, and deſired to repent ; nor to 
offer that indignity to Gods mercy , as to feate he 
ſhouid be unwilling to forgive and pardon, what ſhe 
was ſo willing to forgoe and part with3ll. 

I ſhewed her alſo concerning her want of faith, 
and ſpirituall feeling , how that though God might 
ſuffer her faith to faint , yet would he never ſuffer it 
to faile :and that it is the firmeſt faith,which beleeves 
without nellng, when a man can ſay with ob, though 

lob rg+15. he kill me, yer will I truft in him, For our owne feelin 
is no fit judge of faith ,- for that is often overwhel- 
med with temptations, but faith muſt be judged of 
by the word of God : Now the word tells us, that 
— Hithis not alwayes a burning Lampe, but ſomrimes, 
Matiz-40. ea Often a ſmoaking Flax, which is ſo weake that it 
ſends out neither heat nor flame, but only a ſmoake, 
and yet will not the Lord quench this ſmall ſparke 
of faith , neither can it periſh being ten of 
\ Pers.23. 40mortall ſeed,viz. the word of God which endures 
for ever. Agi1ine we know, Magis &t minus non mutant 
ſpeciem , a little or a ſicke man is a man as well asa 
great Or a ſound one, &a {5ule and a feeble hand ma 
reccive an Almes , as well as a faire and ſtrong one, 
little and weake faith is faith, as well as that which is 
great and firme, and the one may as truely apply 
Chrift as the other : For we doe not imagine that 
faith doth juſtifie us , becauſc it is aſtrong and = 


ng 
” 
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fe& vertue; but it juſtifies us, far the cÞbge@t which #t 
apprehendsythat is, Chrift rhe Mediator. Nor arc 
we much to conclude of faith from the irme per- 
ſwakon-#t works in us; as frometherefting and rely- 
ingthereby, on the merits of Chrift for lalvation. 
Moreover I laboured ro poſſefſe her with this 
truth, that God can beno more ſaid , to forſake his 
$eryants, when for a time he hides away his face,then 
the Sun can be ſaid tobe fer ; when it is but under 2 
cloud; for however the ſenſtble preſence of Gods 
| Spirit, (whereby he makes his Children to feel him, 
by the gracious cftefts which be workes in them) be 
ſubje@- to changes and Eclipſe , yer the ſecret pre- 
ſeacc ofthis Spirit , never departs from them, but is 
continually ruling, guiding, and ſuſtaining them in 
all their troubles , according to his promiſe inthe 
old Teſtament, E£f#z 43. 2. and in the New, Afath. 
28, 20, Yea, by vertueof this ſecret preſence, he en- 
tertaices life in our ſoules, when to our owne judge- 
| ments we are become altogether dead and ſenſeleſſe , 
as there is life and fap in a tree,when it hath neither 
fruit gor leaves , which is evident by our ſtanding ih 
many-temptations, wherein we could firid no preſent 
grace upholding us. For had we our happineſſe in out 
owne hands (as once we had) wee not be able ro 
bold.eut againſt the leaſt of Satans afſaults, but thar 
he mult needs deprive us of it:but God Geing what 
bad ktepers we acc of our owne Jevels'; bith'tranfla- 
ted the cuſtady of themunto Chriſt, and ting the 
keyes at bis girdle , by whomthey are 10 ſafely kept 
forus; and wefor them (as fairh $. Pevvr) thar now 1 Pery.a s. 
the eaſt ſparke of —__ in any beleever, 15 
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more then all the power of Hell isable to- quench. 
- Tus having ſpent ſome time with her by enlar- 
Ting theſe, mw. adding many other comforts out of 
the Scripture , which nced not hereto be repeated , 

endeavouring in what I could, to fatisfie her ine- 
very doubt) & perceiving a great part of her diſtem- 
per to be occaſioned from the weakenefle of her b9« 


dy, the wes ryneſle ofher ſpirits,and the want of reſt,[ 


tooke my leave of her for that time; nor without this 
acknowledgement of comfort from her ſelte, that ſhe 


hoped I had done her ſome go00d ; promiſing (at the 


intreating of ber friends) to viſit her againe within 
few dayes , at the houſe of the worthy Lady Dering, 


the now ſorrowing mother. of this Gentlewoman, 


whither.the next day (ſhe was removed : which ac- 
cordingly I did the fryday following; and underſtan- 
ding thatshe with her had bindiſcourſing, immediate- 
ly before my comming, andherentirely loving Bro- 
ther, the right . Worſhipfull' Sir Edrard Deriny, 
(whoſe obſervarion of her was this;that thoſe doubts 
and feareswhereof ſhe complained , proceeded not 
ſo. much- from any finfull cauſe occaſioned” by her 
ſelfe, whereof ſhe could accuſe her ſelfe;;*#s from an 
over-earneſt,& longing deſire of more ſpiritual com- 
fort and illumination, then God was pleaſed for the 
preſent 'to make her ſenſible of ; as afterward it more 
cleerely appearcd ): unwilling then: to tireher erifee. 
bled. ſpirits with-tq0-muchtralke together; 1'ſtayd a 
while before I ſaw her. Then bein rbrougbe into her 
Chamber, ſhe told me ſhe much rejoyced at my 
comming, being-perſwaded that: ſhe->fhould-reape 
comfort by m5 dienarſe; and ang 
1 que 
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queſt me to pray with her , whereunto then ſhe-had 
a great deſire, but the continuance of theſe good mo- 
tions ( ſhe ſaid) was fo ſhort, that before ſhe could 
call for me they were gone, and ſhe re-poſleſt ſo with 
her former doubts and feares , that now ſhe had ng 
heart thereto ; whereupon I replyed that I made no 
queſtion but that theſe good motions would re- 
turne again: In the meantime ſhe might hereby take 
notice of Gods M:tho4 with his deareft Children, 
ſometimes raviſhing them with S, Paul, as it were, @,__ 
| into the third heavens , by filling their ſoules with «. * 
unſpeakeable joy and gladnefſe ; ſometimes againe 
(with the fame Apoſtle ) humbling them as it were 
to hell, by caſting his angry countenance upon them, 
& ſuffering ſatan alſo to buffet them,yet mak ingrhem 
gainers both by h1s comming to them,and hts goin 
from them; for by the one they gzine comfort __ 
deſpaire, by the other warning againſt perſumption, 
| therefore as ſhe ought , when fhe telt thoſe heavenly 


Motions in her heart, tocheriſhrhem ; ſo when ſhe 
felt them nor,shcought not ro think herſelf contem- 
ned.. . Withall I ſhewed her that it is the endeavour 
of many belecvers', ſo cagerly to purſue atter more 
grace; asthat they deny themfelves the comfortable 
uſe of what they have, like miny worldlings , who 
having a competent portion of earthly things in the 
eye of others, yet repine as if they had nothing, 
becauſe they have not ſo much as themſelves defire : 
whet fore I, beſought her,as to remember carefully to 
ſceke for more ; ſo not to-forget -thanketully to ac- 
kno:viedge what ſhe had + which was the onely way 
to invite God , to conterre upon her a larger mea- ' 
| F 2 ſure 
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fare of Spiritualt conſolation, 


I then offered omo her the affiſtarice of my pray- 


ers, which ſhe imbraced,, and while we were intrea- 
ring at the throne 5fgrace on her behalfe, for the re- 
turace of Gods'favoutable preſerice, *nd the light of 
his countenance upott her, and that he would againe 
reftore her to the joy of his ſalvation ce, I applyed 
unto her that petition of David, Lord comfort the 
ſoule of thy Servant,for in thee hath ſhe put her truſt; 
which words wereno ſooner uttered, but ſhe crye 
with a loud voice , 6 that [ was aſſured that I amthy 
Servant ! and that I couldtruſt in thee as I ought, 
then ſhould my ſoule be comforted indeed. 

This done , inſiſting ſome while in'direQing her 
how (he might purchaſe that afſurance, and that rruſt 
ſhe fo heartily prayd for, I left her untill the Thurf- 
day after. 

By which time the Sun of tighteouſneſſe with hea- 
ling in bis wings ( having diſpelled in good meaſure 
thoſe myſts of diffidence which eclipled the light, 
and peace of her ſoule) began againeto ſhine forth in 
his wentedcleerchefſe, reviving and cheering up thoſe 
drooping affeRtions which had ſo long languiſhed in 
- he want of his comfortable _— very = 

to my great rejoyTing ) 7 fon magnifying © 
—_— ich before nk doubted of, and Sl 
her ſelfe with thoſe _ , which before het 
foule refuſed comfort in, being tendred unto her. / 
rold ber 1 did heattily blefſe God for this happ 
change in het :and ſhe replyed, that the grace of 

was ſuſpcient for her ; upon whom ſhe did wholly reſt 


and rely for ket ſalvation; -diſclayining all —_ 
OT. 
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_ oftworth, or merit in her fclfe; entreating metro 


y to God for her,that ir would pleaſe him to par- 
don thoſe diftruſtfulltrboughts which ſhe had for- 
merly of his goodnefſe, and to perteR that re-aſſa« 
rance of his — ber heart, ſhe joyning with us 
very cheercfully,and devoutly all the — 
a marvelous longing for the fullnefle of ſpiritnalan 
heavenly —_———— thatwhilel inſerted rhat peti- 
tion of rhe Prophet, Doe mell unto thy Servant, that ſhe 
may live,and praiſe thyname ,ſhe interrapted me ſaying, 
6 pray onely for my ſoule, for / deſire ro be diffolved , 
and to be with Chrift, which is farre better. 

The Sunday following in theafternoone, 7 was re- 
queſted, to preach to the Congregation of this Pa- 


riſh,whither being come,and enquiring of her health, 


I was generally affured that they had obſerved her to 
be that day more compoſed &cheerefull,then uſually 
ſhe had bin;bur whilethe whol Families of be x friends 
were Religiouſly exerciſed in the Church , ſhe inti- 
mated to thoſe that waytaif about her , thot ſhe felr 
her ſelfe ſenſibly ro change, (ber Cough having a lit- 
tle before left her, a ſure figne in thoſe difeaſes of 
death approaching , whereupon they asked her if 
they ſhould call the Lady her mother , or husband, 
or any other unto her? but ſhe anſiverd no, they were 
(ſhe faid ) about a good worke , and the hoped that 
ſhe ſhould live till rhey had donez and God granted 
her requeſt, for no ſooner was the Sermon ended, 
and all her friends againe returned about her, but ſhe 
heartily wiſked for ſome one, to- recommend her 
foule to God : it was my happineſle to: be there at 


that time ,. and. they entreated mee to performe 
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that laſt office for her, which we haſted to doe , 
perceiving her to decline apace, while ſhe (to the ad- 
miration of all that were preſent , conlidering her 
great weakeneſle ) repeated after me very zealouſly 
ai\nfoſt what ſoever I delivered , and concluding with 
the Lords Prayer , ſhe moſt devoutly rehearſed that 
word for word, which as it was tbe firſt the learnt, {6 
I may truely fay it was the laſt ſhe uttered; for imme- 
diately hereupon , (as if ſhe had onely ſtatd for this 
Convoy to her eternall reſt ) the moſt ſweetly and 
peaceably exchanged this life, leaving her ſurviving 
friends (like the Apoſtle) in a ſtrait betwixt two, not 
knowing which to chuſe , whether more to mourne + 
for her loſle, or to rejoyce for her ſo bleſſed and hap- 
pie departure. 

But why doe 1 ſpeake of loſſe, (ſince to uſe Saint 
Pauls phraſe ) to her to live was Chriſt, and to dye 
was gaine, for she is not amiffe,but premiſia, not loſt, 
but gone before; death to her, being but like /07dan 
to 1ſraeha waftage from thgwilderneſſe of this world, 
to the C:naan of everlaſting bleſſednes:wher her ſoul 
is bound up in the bundle of life ſecurely repoſed in 
the boſom of Abraham,her body like ſeed being ſown 


[in the Lords glcb-Land C for fo the Germans call the 


grave ) $halbe there fafely preſerved by her heavenly 
Father that good Husbandman , unto the harveſt of 
thar great dav, when by vertue of the reſurre&ion of 
Chriſt, The fir # fruits of them that ſlzepe , she $hall a- 
wake out of this Sepulchrall vault againe, both glo- 
rious and honorable , and the grave being diſpoſſeſt | 
of her body, her body shalbe re-poſſeſt by her ſoule; 
and both body and ſoule everlaſtingly poſſeſt of that 

im- 
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iumortall ; incorruptible, and never ——_— i Pet. 1.4, 


dome, reſerved 1n heaven for her , whoſe King 1s 
C\riſt,whoſec SubjeRs arc Saints, whoſe Law 1s love , 
whoſe rule is equity, whoſe honour 1s verity , whoſe 
peace 3s felicity , and whoſe life 1s Eternity. Unto 
which he brings us all who hath bc,ught it for us , and 
us for himſclte, Chriſt Jeſus thcrightcous, to whom 
with the Father,andthc:oly Spirit, three Perſons one 
cternall, immortall,invitible, and onely wiſe God, be 
rendred and aſcribed,all glory, hongur, power,praiſe, 
might, majeſty, dignity, and dominion, henceforth 
as for eycrmore, Amen, 


In przmatura fata Dominz Elizabethe nuper 


uxoris patrui mei chariſſimi Carol; Dering, 
$Ti&nd evo. 


Rn cunFa licet rapias Libitina, putabam 

3 Virtutem exemptaMiiggibus effe tuis : 

Sed verum eſt, querulo cecinit quod carmine vater, 
Omnia mors pedibus calcat avara ſus, 

9ue nunc ploranda eft, eterna fuiſſet Eliza, 
$1 virtus auidum tinceret ipſa rogum, 

Hine mihi fingultus, la. hyrme, ſuſpiria, fletw, 
Et quicquid luget fertilu arte dolor. 

Damna tamer, fateor (fecundo carminenoſtra) 
Muſa ferax lachrymu comumerare nequit. 


Ergo tuos mea muſa libet deponere plant : —_— 


Amiſſe cruciant, dum memorantur, opes, 


Edoardus Dering predifi 
Dom, Edoardi Filime, 


of Þ oNÞe of 3e 2-409 Do 4b FI 4 | 
( harifsimo fratri meo, 


CAROLO DERING | 


KANCIANOLONDINATI 
| Amiſlam defleant1i, 
OVAM 


(Ut Amorem noſtram decuit , ut virtus de- | 


fun&z meruit, in communi rotinks D E- 
RINGA N1 Hypogzo arquato ſocia- 
tam) = condidimas, . 
audyanir uy, 
LIS ABET H A mes habwit prima vxor Amvores : 
Primo calet flammis E LS AB ET HA tus, 
CAROLE javenfrme onfoſ 
Duam ſugit (ben ciz0) nos utr C12) $ A dw! 
Sic fit, fe FIAT db ' divins VOLUNTAS: 


1 ranftulit yy , Fronſi $a 
Hawd peteris Flegi neftres are dalores 
$1 fore iu lufFns 5 wy dijerca WOavs, 


Illarum Herog poterit nec earmine dit, 
Cander, Amor, Pietars Gratis, Forma, Fj 
Prufſia dileftam tibi CAROLE coredi 
Vicina ad thalanses venis E L1S A 
Utraq.nunc #no eft vxor tunwlats ſe : 
Et cadit m eafres Utraq, 'E L1S A*firml, 
Diſce meo exemplo» V #1 acer nolo Dolorers : 
Sed menur eterno Fempore vrouet Amr, 


Ms 
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Frater tuus E&woAgupritos 
Dom. Edoardus Dering 
miles er Barenertus, 


